

Concise critical notes on sources: Articles and papers
For key items that you are reading, you can complete a copy of the template, using those boxes that are relevant to your purpose. If you wish, you can then edit out unnecessary rows.
	Full citation details 
	

	Short title (to use when note-making)
	

	Purpose
What is it setting out to prove: its aims, hypotheses, etc.?
	

	Contribution
What does it contribute to what is known about the issue? (Did it achieve its purpose)
	

	Quality of reasoning
Are conclusions, sub-conclusions or recommendations based on solid reasoning/evidence?
	

	Quality of evidence/data
Has the research used sufficiently large, varied, and relevant samples or other evidence to enable convincing conclusions to be drawn?
	

	Research methods
Are these sound? Is there anything about these that undermines the results or the conclusions drawn from them?
	

	Results
Do these provide useful data or evidence that you can use?
	

	Interpretations
Are the results interpreted accurately? Could any other interpretations be made? If so how would that affect the conclusions or recommendations that could be drawn from them?
	

	Comparison to/contrast with other sources?
Your observations, in brief, on how this adds to, or challenges, arguments/evidence in other key sources
	

	Record of any use of AI made when reading this article
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